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follower, and still more the impatient public
which takes its theatre on the run. At times,
there is an effect of making a point strongly at
the expense of other points. But as to that, it
is Shaw's way.

Technically, the play has exceptional scenic
values. The first act alone strikingly supports
this statement. For characterization flowering
in fit and happy dialogue, it is also notable; m
the latter particular, the author has hardly ex-
celled it in any other piece from his pen. The
opening exposition with its so-rapid tempo, the
curtain effect of the off-stage music in act one,
and the tension secured by the powder shed in
act third will interest all who are watchful for
technical achievements in the playhouse. If
Lady Cicely be Shaw's most winsome heroine,
Barbara is, I verily believe, his finest. In her we
see a noble specimen of the author's ideal of
womanly possibilities in the modern social set-
ting; she evokes Wordsworth's description:

" / saw her upon nearer mew
A Spirit, yet a Woman too.ion be entirely correct, It
